EFRONT THE CITY THE CULTURE Q

the village

VOICE T

ENTREPRENEURS

Eric Gang Explains How New
Jersey's Veterans Affairs
Separation Brings Focus, Fairness,
antd New Hope

by MATT EMMA
September 23, 2025

Eric Gang (sourced by Eric Gang)

When New Jersey recently passed legislation to separate military affairs from veterans’ affairs, it
marked more than a bureaucratic change. For veterans across the state, it represented a long-awaited
opportunity to receive the dedicated support they deserve. The law, set to take effect in 120 days,
creates a new cabinet-level agency exclusively focused on veterans. For Eric Gang, founder of Gang &

Associates and an advocate for veterans’ disability rights, this is a pivotal moment.

“The benefit to New Jersey’s veterans is clear,” Gang says. “For the first time, the state agency can
dedicate all of its energy to veterans’ needs without being pulled away by the competing demands of

managing the National Guard.”

Gang has been a strong proponent of this move for years. He points out that in the past, veterans’
services often took a back seat whenever military priorities surged, such as deployments or
emergencies. With two agencies now working independently, veterans’ programs can grow deeper

roots and build the consistency needed to truly change lives.

“This kind of focus allows the agency to get really good at what it does,” Gang explains. “Instead of
trying to juggle both military and veterans’ responsibilities, the state can now deliver targeted services

like benefits assistance, housing support, education access, and healthcare resources.”

Gang believes the separation also creates an opportunity for collaboration. He envisions a system
where the new Veterans Affairs department forms meaningful partnerships with private-sector
organizations, including law firms like his. “Veterans tend to value relationships,” he notes. “If state
agencies can work hand in hand with local professionals, it will create a synergy that benefits

everyone.”

But while Gang applauds the legislative shift, he also stresses the importance of addressing a parallel
challenge: the rise of what he calls “claim sharks.” These are unaccredited, for-profit companies that
charge veterans thousands of dollars to file benefits claims, services that are often available for free

through accredited organizations or the VA.

“These companies are exploiting veterans,” Gang warns. “They charge excessive fees for filling out
paperwork that a veteran could easily complete on their own, or that state agencies already provide

without cost. It’s unjust, and it undermines trust in the system.”

Gang advocates for strong oversight and public education to protect veterans from these predatory
practices. He believes the new agency should not only focus on delivering benefits but also on raising
awareness about scams and ensuring veterans know their rights. “If we can cut down on the influence

of these bad actors, veterans will be better off financially and emotionally,” he says.

This holistic view of veterans’ well-being is central to Gang’s practice. Gang & Associates doesn’t just
secure disability compensation; it aims for transformation. Through its nonprofit, the Disabled

Veterans Resource Center, the firm provides educational seminars on health, financial literacy, and

lifestyle changes. “We have seen veterans obtain large settlements only to spend them recklessly
because they were not prepared to manage money,” Gang explains. “Our goal is to help them turn that

compensation into lasting stability and improved health.”

For Gang, this work is deeply personal. Early in his career, he handled cases across different areas of
law but found little fulfillment. Everything changed when he represented his first veterans. “The
professional satisfaction I experienced was transformative,” he recalls. “Seeing the gratitude and the

life-changing impact of our work convinced me to dedicate my entire practice to veterans.”

That dedication informs his perspective on New Jersey’s latest move. He sees the creation of a separate
Veterans Affairs agency as a chance to elevate not only the services provided but the mindset
surrounding veteran support. “This is about depth, not breadth,” Gang says. “By narrowing their scope,
the new agency can go deeper, develop new programs, and find innovative ways to reach more

veterans.”

Gang is also urging state leaders to allocate a strong budget to the new department. “Outreach requires
resources,” he emphasizes. “If the funding is not there, the impact will be limited. But with the right

support, this could be a model for other states to follow.”

Looking ahead, Gang’s hope is that this reorganization will spark a broader cultural shift in how
veterans are served, one that recognizes the need for focus, collaboration, and long-term
transformation. “At the end of the day, we want veterans to feel supported in every area of their lives,”

he says. “This is a major step toward making that vision a reality.”

ABOUT US STAFF CONTACT US ADVERTISE TERMS OF USE POLICIES

©2023 VILLAGE VOICE, LLC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. | SITE MAP



https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudmlsbGFnZXZvaWNlLmNvbS8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudmlsbGFnZXZvaWNlLmNvbS9mcm9udC8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudmlsbGFnZXZvaWNlLmNvbS9jaXR5Lw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudmlsbGFnZXZvaWNlLmNvbS9jdWx0dXJlLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudmlsbGFnZXZvaWNlLmNvbS9jYXRlZ29yeS9lbnRyZXByZW5ldXJzLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudmlsbGFnZXZvaWNlLmNvbS9hdXRob3IvbWF0dC1lbW1hLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmFjZWJvb2suY29tL3NoYXJlci9zaGFyZXIucGhwP3U9aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudmlsbGFnZXZvaWNlLmNvbS9lcmljLWdhbmctZXhwbGFpbnMtaG93LW5ldy1qZXJzZXlzLXZldGVyYW5zLWFmZmFpcnMtc2VwYXJhdGlvbi1icmluZ3MtZm9jdXMtZmFpcm5lc3MtYW5kLW5ldy1ob3BlLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudHdpdHRlci5jb20vc2hhcmU/dXJsPWh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LnZpbGxhZ2V2b2ljZS5jb20vZXJpYy1nYW5nLWV4cGxhaW5zLWhvdy1uZXctamVyc2V5cy12ZXRlcmFucy1hZmZhaXJzLXNlcGFyYXRpb24tYnJpbmdzLWZvY3VzLWZhaXJuZXNzLWFuZC1uZXctaG9wZS8mdGV4dD1FcmljK0dhbmcrRXhwbGFpbnMrSG93K05ldytKZXJzZXklRTIlODAlOTlzK1ZldGVyYW5zK0FmZmFpcnMrU2VwYXJhdGlvbitCcmluZ3MrRm9jdXMlMkMrRmFpcm5lc3MlMkMrYW5kK05ldytIb3Bl
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_bWFpbHRvOj9zdWJqZWN0PUVyaWMrR2FuZytFeHBsYWlucytIb3crTmV3K0plcnNleSVFMiU4MCU5OXMrVmV0ZXJhbnMrQWZmYWlycytTZXBhcmF0aW9uK0JyaW5ncytGb2N1cyUyQytGYWlybmVzcyUyQythbmQrTmV3K0hvcGUmYm9keT1odHRwczovL3d3dy52aWxsYWdldm9pY2UuY29tL2VyaWMtZ2FuZy1leHBsYWlucy1ob3ctbmV3LWplcnNleXMtdmV0ZXJhbnMtYWZmYWlycy1zZXBhcmF0aW9uLWJyaW5ncy1mb2N1cy1mYWlybmVzcy1hbmQtbmV3LWhvcGUv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubmouZ292L2dvdmVybm9yL25ld3MvbmV3cy81NjIwMjUvYXBwcm92ZWQvMjAyNTA5MTFhLnNodG1s
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudmV0ZXJhbnNkaXNhYmlsaXR5aW5mby5jb20v
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudmV0ZXJhbnNkaXNhYmlsaXR5aW5mby5jb20v
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZGlzYWJsZWR2ZXRlcmFuc3Jlc291cmNlY2VudGVyLm9yZy8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZGlzYWJsZWR2ZXRlcmFuc3Jlc291cmNlY2VudGVyLm9yZy8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudmlsbGFnZXZvaWNlLmNvbS9hYm91dC8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudmlsbGFnZXZvaWNlLmNvbS9hYm91dC9zdGFmZi8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudmlsbGFnZXZvaWNlLmNvbS9hYm91dC9jb250YWN0Lw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudmlsbGFnZXZvaWNlLmNvbS9hYm91dC9hZHZlcnRpc2Uv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudmlsbGFnZXZvaWNlLmNvbS9hYm91dC90ZXJtcy1vZi11c2Uv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudmlsbGFnZXZvaWNlLmNvbS9wb2xpY2llcy8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmFjZWJvb2suY29tL3ZpbGxhZ2V2b2ljZQ==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudHdpdHRlci5jb20vdmlsbGFnZXZvaWNl
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaW5zdGFncmFtLmNvbS92aWxsYWdldm9pY2U=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudmlsbGFnZXZvaWNlLmNvbS9zaXRlbWFwLnhtbA==

